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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 9, 11-15, 20,21,26 and 27 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 30 is objected to because of the following informalities: It is dependent 
upon a canceled claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 9, 11-15, 20,21,26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kohtani et al. (US 5475475) in view of Stone (US 5768488) and 
Nakagirietal. (US 6616359 B1). 

With regards to claim 9, 20, and 26 Kohtani et al. discloses an information 
processing apparatus for controlling a printing operation, comprising: first input means 
(51) for inputting an arbitrary first output paper size; second input means (106) for 
inputting second output paper size including the first output paper size; arrangement 
layout means for arranging said first output paper sizes of a plurality of pages to a paper 
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of the second output paper size and the second output paper size (Fig. 3, and 6; Col. 9 
line 10-14; Col 6 lines 66-67 Col. 7 lines 1-2). 

Kohtani et al. does not disclose duplex printing and designating nneans for 
performing addition of a frame line in said arrangement layout means only to a reverse 
of the paper of the second output paper size, wherein said layout means adds the frame 
line only to the reverse of the paper of the second output paper size in accordance with 
designation of said designating means. 

Stone et al. discloses an information processing apparatus for controlling a 
printing operation in a printer which can perform a duplex printing (Fig 9; Col. 5 lines 
40-46). 

Nakagiri discloses performing addition of a frame line (Fig. 18; Col. 16 line 36- 
37; Col. 22 line 5-6). Note: It is obvious that by combining the frame line features of 
Nakagiri and the duplex printing features of Stone et al. that a frame line in said 
arrangement layout means only to a reverse of the paper of the second output paper 
size, wherein said layout means adds the frame line only to the reverse of the paper of 
the second output paper size in accordance with designation of said designating means 
would be obtain. 

Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. and Nakagiri et al. are combinable because they all 
incorporate an image processing apparatus. 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention for one of ordinary skill in the 
to modify Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. and Nakagiri. 
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The reason for doing so would have been to have an apparatus for controlling a 
printing operation in a printer which can perform a duplex printing, as noted in figure 9 
and column 5 lines 40-46, in order for Kohtani et al. to achieve duplex printing and to 
performing addition of a frame line in said arrangement layout means only to a reverse 
of the paper of the second output paper size, wherein said layout means adds the frame 
line only to the reverse of the paper of the second output paper size in accordance with 
designation of said designating means as taught by Nakagiri et al. in Fig. 18; Col. 1 6 
line 36-37; Col. 22 line 5-6. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. 
and Nakagiri et al, in order to obtain the invention disclosed in claims 9, 20, and 26. 

With regards to claim 1 1 , Kohtani et al. does not disclose an apparatus for 
controlling a printing operation wherein first output paper size is a paper size of print 
target data in a logical page which is inputted from an application, and the second 
output paper size is a paper of a recording paper in a physical page which is printed and 
outputted. 

Stone et al. discloses an apparatus wherein first output paper size is a paper size 
or print target data in a logical page which is inputted from an application, and said 
second output paper size is a paper size of recording paper in a physical page which is 
printer and outputted (Col. 3 lines 53-57). 

Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. are combinable because they both incorporate an 
image processing apparatus. 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. 

The reasons for doing so would have been to have an apparatus capable of 
duplex printing as noted in Fig 9; Col. 5 lines 40-46, and an apparatus wherein first 
output paper size is a paper size or print target data in a logical page which is inputted 
from an application, and said second output paper size is a paper size of recording 
paper in a physical page which is printer and outputted, as revealed in Col. 3 lines 53- 
57 in order for Kohtani et al to achieve duplex printing and having first output paper size 
is a paper size or print target data in a logical page which is inputted from an 
application, and said second output paper size is a paper size of recording paper in a 
physical page which is printer and outputted. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. in 
order to obtain the invention disclosed in claim 1 1 . 

With regards to claim 12, Kohtani et al. does not disclose an information 
processing apparatus for controlling a printing operation in a printer which can perform a 
duplex printing. 

Stone et al. discloses an apparatus wherein layout means arranges the plurality if 
pages if first output paper size to each of duplex pages of said second output paper size 
(Fig. 3, 4, 5; Col. 5 lines 40-46). 

Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. are combinable because they both incorporate an 
image processing apparatus. 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. 

The reason for doing so would have been to have an apparatus wherein layout 
means arranges the plurality of pages of first output paper size to each of duplex pages 
of said second output paper size as revealed in Figures. 3, 4, 5 and Col. 5 lines 40-46, 
in order for Kohtani et al. to achieve duplex printing. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Kohtani et al with Stone et al. 
in order to obtain the invention specified in claim 12. 

With regards to claims 13, 14 and 15 Kohtani et al. discloses an information 
processing apparatus as modified by Stone et al. further comprising a layout means that 
arranges the plurality of pages of first output paper size to each of duplex pages of said 
second output pages of said second output paper size (Fig 3,4,5; Col 5 lines 40-46). 

Regarding claim 21 and 27 Kohtani does not disclose an apparatus where in said 
layout means adds a frame line to the obverse and reverse of the paper of said second 
output size. 

Stone et al. discloses an information processing apparatus for controlling a 
printing operation in a printer which can perform a duplex printing (Fig 9; Col. 5 lines 
40-46). 

Nakagiri et al. discloses an apparatus where in said apparatus layout means 
adds a frame line to the page of said second output paper size to be arranged (Fig. 18; 
Col. 16 line 36-37; Col. 22 line 5-6). 
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Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. and Nakagiri et al. are combinable because they all 
incorporate an image processing apparatus. 

It have been obvious for one skilled in the are at the time of the invention to 
modify Kohtani et al. by Stone et al. and further by Busby 

The reason for doing so would have been to having an information processing 
apparatus for controlling a printing operation in a printer which can perform duplex 
printing as taught by Stone in figure 9 and column 5 lines 40-46, and having an 
apparatus layout means that adds a frame line to the page of said second output paper 
size to be arranged as taught by Nakagiri et al. in column Fig. 18; Col. 16 line 36-37; 
Col. 22 line 5-6 so that Kohtani et al. can achieve duplex printing and adding a frame 
line to output paper sizes. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to combine Kohtani et al., Stone et al. and 
Nakagiri et al. in order to obtain the invention specified in claims 21 and 27, 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rashan O. Patterson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0597. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ed Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/986.794 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2622 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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